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Teaching Encounters
by Carla McGill
W e are all watery.
The sc h o o l o f  fish w atch  m e intently.
I am  a d olph in ; m y sm ile  sh o u ld  tell that. 
But th ey  treat m e like a shark.
That o n e  in th e  last row  is g laring  at m e, 
p erhaps d u e  to  th e  last test.
A nother h id es back  in th e  coral, 
d em u re an d  afraid.
In front are th e  ea g er  o n es .
I exp la in  th e assignm ent: 
ex p lo re  your caves, sh ells , 
and se a w e e d  b ed s,
r e c a llin g  T horeau, as w e ll as 
recen t th eories o f  d escrip tion  
o u tlin ed  in our tex tb ook ,
E ssa y  W r itin g  fo r  S e a  A n im a ls .
D o  I s e e  b u lgy  ey e s  roll up back  there?  
W rite an essa y  te llin g  a b o u t you rse lf  
through th e  d escrip tion . Tw o p ages. 
B ubbles of relief from  th e  m id d le  group.
I sw im  h o m e during tee m in g  h am m erh ead  
traffic and  p on d er th e  a ssign m en t.
T h ose recen t th eo rie s  are fla w ed , I think. 
N ex t tim e I'll u se  W h a le 's  M a n u a l  o f  S ty le .
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